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A FUNERAL ORATION,
In honour of the memary of
GEORGE WASHINGTON, _

i Late genersl of the armies of the United Statesy
Prepared and delivered at the réqueft of congrefs, at ™
the German Lutheran church, on. Thurlday, the
26th of December, by A

MAJOR-GENERAL HENRY LEE,

Ouneof the reprefentatives from the flate of Virginia,
N obediesce to your® will, I rife your humble
organ, with the hope of executing a part of the

fylem of public mourning which you have been

pieafed to adopt, commemorative of the death of the
moll illuftrious and moft beloved perfonage this coun.
try has ever produced ; snd which, whilé it tran(mits
to pofterity your fenfe of the awful event, feintly re-
prefents your knowledge of the confuinmate excellence

-ou fo cordially honour. ]

Defperate indeed iy sny attempt on earth to meet
correfpondently  this difpenfation of Heaven: for,
while with pious refignation we fubmit to the will of
a0 all.graclous Providence, we can pever ceale Ja-
mentiag in our finite view .of omnipotent wifdom, the
heart rending privation for which our nation weeps,
When the civilized world fhakes ta its ceotre: when
every moment gives birth to ftrange and momentous
changes ; when our peaceful quarter of the globe, ex-
empt as it happily has been from any fhare in the
Neaghter of the human race, may yet be compelled to
abandon her pacific policy, and to rifk the doleful
calusliies of war : What limit is- there . to the extent
of our lofs ? nope within the reach of my words to
exprefs ; mone which your feelings will not difse®
vow. X

The founder of our federtte republic—our bulwark
in war, our guide in peace; is no more.  Oh that this
was but quefiionable ! hope, the comforter of the
weetched, would pour into our agonized hearts jts
basimy dew. But, alas! there is.no hope for us: our
Wathinglon is removed for ever. Poffeffing the flout-
et frame, and puret mind, he had paffed nearly w0
hie fixty-cighth year, in the;njoyment of high health,
when habituated by his care’of us to negleét  himfelf, -
2 flight coldy-difregarded, became inconvenient on
Friday, oppreflive on Satutday,\ and defying every
medical interpofition, befare the morning of Sunday,
put 1o end to the beft of men. Anend did I fay—

euth, acd by the extent of the human mind. He
foryives in our hearts, in the growing knowledge of
our children, in the affections of the good thrapghout
“the warld ; and when our"manuments fhall be dane
away ; when nations now. exifting [ball be no more :
when even our young and far fpreading empire fhall
have perithed, ftill will our Wafhington’s glory un.
faded fhine, and die not, untillove of virtue ceafe on
| earth, or earth itfelf fink into chaos, . -

How, my fellow-citizens, ~(hall -I fingle to your
grateful hearts his pre-eminent worth ! where fhall I-
begin in opening to your view s chara@er throughout .
fublime. Shall I fpeak of his warlike - stchievements,
all fpringing from obediencs to his country’s. will—alj
dire€ted 10 his coungry’s good'? - 4 * - R

Will you g6 with me ta the banks of the Mononga-
Bela, to fee your youthful -Wafhingion, fupporting in
the difmal hour of Indien vidry;, the lil-fated " Brad.
dock, end fividg, by hjs jidgment end by his valour,
the remaing of s defeated  drmy, prefléd-by  the con-
quering favage foc?* Or, when opprélled America,

nobly refolving to rilk her all it defence of her vio- -

lited tights, he was elevated bythie Muianimious yoice
of ‘corigrefs to the command of hersrmies: Will you
follow. bim'to the igh grounds of B3fion, where to
1 undifciplined, coursgeous and: .virtuous yeomunry,

hia prefence gave the ‘Gability 'of (yftem,’ and. infuled

the eyincibility of love of ‘cauniry :>Or fthall I, cirry
1 0 the painful feenes of . Lang Ifland,” York: [lland -
1d New>Jerley; whe combatlog fuperior and gallant
smics, sided: by: powerful “zets, and Ied by chiefs
high in che foll of Rame, he'RdGd the bulwark . of our
[ufery : undifmayed by:difaler; yochinged by change:.
of fortune.
felds of Trerfton, ‘whete déep glgom-unnerving. every
v, teignéd triumphint-thraoght oar thinned, jworn
‘m:{giledea'? ranki :- himfelfr unmoved,—Dréadful..
v the bight § it'was about thiFtime of winter—The*

‘denee in
Borai trgedwiThe> Delawire - rojling forioufly-with andof:pattiots; {WiMlagton of coatfe’#as” found—
blﬁu’i?éifo&&a’i‘he;\"’ : ‘h"nzl'mm!' Wathington, nud,‘«_'li\ F;!j:kioﬁl‘éd éd; ¢ vi heye: | o
fdfeelldtred; viewsd 1k reinendous fcehe=bis coun- s werelwife, with ‘dré'voled hivias declared their chief,  istemal:

try  clled | tinpalld S by LTgriounding ‘datgers; be:-
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fal- winter, by the high cfforts of his genins whofe
matchlefs foree was meafurable only by the growth of
difficulties, he held in check formidable hoftile Jegions,
condufled by & chief experienced in the art of war,
and famed for his valour on the ever memorable heights
of Abraham, where fell Wolf, Mobtcalm, and fince
our much lameoted Montgomery 3 all. covered with
glory. In this fortupate interval, produced by his
mafterly condu@, oor fathers, ourfelves, snimated by
his “refiflcfs example, rallied sround “our country’s
Rlandard, and continued to follow our beloved chief,
through the various and trying (cenes to which the
deftinies of our union led. '

_Who is there that has forgotten the vales of Brandy-
wine—the fields of German.town, or the plains of
Monmouth ; every where prefeht, want of every kind
pbﬂru&ing. numerous and valiant armies, encounter-
ing, himfelf & hoft, he affuaged our fufferings, limited
our privations, and upheld our tottering republic.
Shall I difplay to you the fpread of the fire of his foul,
by rehearfing the praifes of the hero of Seratoge, and
his much lov’d compeer of the Carolina’s? No; our
Wathington wears not borrowed glory : To Gates—
to Green, he gave without referye the applaufe due 1o
their emionent ‘mcrit; and Jong may the chiefs of
Saratoga, and of Futaws, receive the grateful refpect

" ‘on this exhilirating event is known to us all,

»
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unsccomprnied with the comelponding dity of-dés
_voting it to die .common good. ' To have framed '8
conftittition, was thewing only,” without realizing thé
general hapoinefs. - This gteat wotk remained to be
done, and America, Redfaft in her preference with ong
voice fammoned her beloved Walhington, unpra&tifed
as he was in the duties of civil admihiftrstion, t0 exes’
cute this 1sft a& in the completion of the nations
felicity. Obediert to her call, he-sffumed the high
office with that felf.difiraft peculiar to his innate mo-
“defty, the conftsht sttendant of pre-eminent virtue.
What was the burft of joy through our xaxious l';’nd
he
. aged, the young, the brave, the fair rivilled exch
other in demonfirations of their gratitude; snd this -
high wrought delightful fcene was heighrened in its
cffe@, by the fingular conteit between the zeal of the
beftowers and the avoidance of the receiver of the
honours beftowed. Commencing his adminiftration,
what heart is not charmed with the recolle&ion of the
pure and wife principles snnounced by himfelf, as
the bafis of his polirical life. He beft underftood the
indiffoluble union between virtue and happinefs, be-
tween duty and edvantage between the genuine maz-
ims of ‘an honeft and magpanimous policy, and the
folid rewards of public profperity and individual feli-

his fame (urvives ! ‘bounded ouly by the limits of the™ tafk. 1)
4! “our Wathingto g}ﬁzr, and much as did that great

of a grateful penple. ¥ » city : warching with an equal and comprehenfive eye

Moving in his own orbit, he imparted heat and over :his ; reat affemblsge of communities and interetts,
light to his moft diftant fatellites ; and combining the he laid the foundations of qur_national policy in the
phyfical and moral force of all within his {phere, with unerring immutable principles :6f morality, bafed on
arefiftable weight he took his courfe, commiferating religion, exemplifiying the pre-eminence of free go-
folly, *difdaining vice, difmaying treafon -and invigo- government, by all the attributes which win the sffec-
rating defpondency, until the aufpiéié"us hour arrived, tions of its citizens or command the refpe of the

-when, united with the intrepid forcés' of a potentand world. »
“magnarimout ally, he brought to fubmiffion the fince

¢ O fortunatos nimium, fua fi booa norint I” °

conqueror of India 5 thus finithing bis long career of  Leading through the complicated difficuities ‘pro-
military glory with a luftre correfponding to his great  duced by previous obligatisns and conftifing intérefts,
name, and in this his laft a& of war afixing the feal fsconded by fuccceding houfes of congrefs, enlightens
of fate to our nation’s birth. ed and patriotic, he furmounted all original obtyudi-
To the horrid ain of battle {weet peace fucceeded ons, and brightened the path of our natiomal felicity.
and our - virtuous chicf, mindful only of the comumicn The prefidential term expiring, his folicitade to
good, in'a mament tempting pecfonsl aggrandizement, exchange exaltation for humility returned, with &
hufhed the difcontents of giowing leditinn, 2nd fur- force increafed with increafe of sge, and he had, pre-
rendering his power into the hands from which he had pared his farewell addrefs to his countrymen, pro~
received it, converted his fword into a ploughthars, claimiog his intcotion, when the usited interpofition
teaching an admiring world that to be traly great, you of all-around him, enforced by the eventful profpects
muft be truly goud, .. - . - of the epoch, produced a further facrifice of inclinati-
Was 1 qgiglﬁ";@;r:, the pi€ture weuld be incom. on 1o duty. The ele@ion of prefident followed, and .
plete, and theidafk.impofed unfinifhed—Great as was  Wafhington by the unanimons votc of the nation, was
o called to refume the chief magiftracy : what.a won-
nely contribute 10 produce the American republic, it derful fixare of confidence! which attraéts moft our.
is not in war alone his pre eminence fiands cunfpicy— admiration, s penple fo corref, ora citizen cgm-
ous : his various talents combining all the capacities of bining an affemblage of talents forbidding rivalry, and
a fiatefman with thofe of a {oldier, fitted him alike 1o Htifling even envy itfelf }  Such a natiot ought to be-
guids the councils and the armies of our nation, happy, fuch a chief muft be for ever revered. - s
Scarcely had he refted from his marial toils, while  War, long'menaced by the Indian tribes, now breke
his invaluable parentsi advice was fiiil founding ir our  out ; and the terrible confli d:luging Europe with
ears, when he who bad been cur fhieid #nd qur fuwnrd, bloxd, bégan . (hed 'iu.bnnleful influence over oue
was called forth 10 aét a lefs fpiendid but'e m re im. happy fand. To the firlt, ovtltrecching his invincible
portant part, ) = arm, under the orders of the gallant Wayne, the Ame-
Pofleffing’ a clear snd penctrating .mind, z firong rican eagle foared triumphant through diftant forefts,
and a found judgment, calmucfs and temper tor deli- Peace followed vitory, and the melioration of the
beration, with invincible firmnefs aud pericverance in  condition of the enemy fotlowed pesce.  Godlike vie-
refolutions maturely formed, drewing. . infarmation ' tue which uplif:s even the fubdued favage, i
from all, aéting from him(elf, with incorruptible in-. ‘o' the fecond he oppofed himfelf.. New snd
tegrity and unvarying pairiotifm @ ! isown luperivrity delicste was the conjunflure; sod grest wes Ahe
and the public confidence alike o arhed him es the Rake. .Sobn did his pepstrsting: mind difeern’ and
man defigned by Hedven to lead in 1w great political feize the only courfe, continving to vs all, the felicity
as well as tilicary events which have difiinguiibed the - enjoyed. He iflued his proclemation of nentrality.
zraof hislifer ;- -~ ... . . _ o This jodex to him whole fubfequent condo@ was
The Angérof an over-ruling Providance, pointing fan&ioned by the approbation of both Lioufes of con-'
at Walhjngton, was_ neither miflaken nor. unobferved - grefs, 'and by the approving voice ot the people.
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How novel, how grind ' the {pectacle; independent
- ftates firetched over sn immenfe territary, and known
' clinging:to their urion as.
eciding by, fragk-gompesifon
to rear,ofi thag rock, under: nin ¥ ! 3
‘the guidance of - reafoh, ®icommon. government thro’. -duty, Americs, - faithful to’ herfelf and unilained in
dir yteétion, liberty apd:qrder, with:: -her honour,: continued ta -enjoy the delights of pesce,
‘theif Tobg traihof blefings . thould be fafe 1o, them.> while afilited. Exifope mourns it every quirter,. dndes
C e 77w the sacenmulated mifeiles of an unexampled ‘war 3
* This irdnohy fafic'devdlved on citlend felecied by, the. muferics in ‘whith aar happy ¢ountry.maft ‘have fhared,
.people, from knowledge’ ‘of ‘their. wifdom and: confi-'s had not.our pre-eminént: Walhington . béen
their vindes “Th this ibgift allembiy of fages - countil ay he was brave inthe fiddi «

‘to be moft ‘wife, where: all licrhlfpiumm:nddg'&'fgtejgéf.yg},
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’Fo this -fublime policy he inviolably adhered,- un.
‘moved’ by ‘foreign. intrufion, uathsken by ddmeflic
turbulence. - - : et TR g 0

 Jufletw et.tenacem propofiti virnar. - - -

- v Now civium ardor prava jubentjum, * - . .
s« Non valtus inftantis tyravoi
16 Mente guatit folida.” . e
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